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- This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. Ses instructions in How to Complete the
-National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an iterm does not apply to the property being decumented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions,
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1._Name of Property

historic name  Central Avenue School
other names/site number

095-015-49088

2. Location

2120 Central Avenue

street & number N/A [ not for publication

Anderson ' N/A [ vicinity
state Indiana code IN county Madison code (95 zip code 46016

city or fown

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amendad, | hereby certify that this nomination
[] request for determination of eligibility meéts the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Hmeats [] does not meat the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

1 natj tatewide locally. ( [ | see continuation sheet for additiong! comments.)
}f.:'7 | </, foco
7

-

Signature of certifying_ofi(cial."l‘ itle V Date

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

[h my opinton, the property [ meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteia. ( ! See continuation sheet for additional
comments.) i

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Cetrtification

| hereby certify that the preperty is:
[ entered in the National Register.
[_1 See continuation sheet.
{_i determined eligible for the
National Register
[[] See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

[ removed from the National Register
[] other, (explain:)




Central Avenue Schdol Madison [N
Name of Property County and State
-a-Classification

Owmnership of Property
{Check as many boxes as apply}

Category of Property
{Check only cne box)

>4 private buiiding

] public-local [} district

{ | public-State [ ] site

[ public-Federai I structure
"] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a muliiple property listing.)

Indiana's Public ¢ ¢ High School

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previcusly listed resources in the count

Confributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 D‘ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: School VACANT
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)

_ _ CTORIAN: . C 1 one

e LATE VI Romanesque foundation STONE: Limesk

_ 19th & 20th ¢. AMER.:  Bungalow/Craftsma
walls BRICK

- roof ASPHALT

other CONCRETE

Narrative Description

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.}



Central Avenue School -~ Madison IN

Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance '
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property {Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing.)

ARCHITECTURE

DA Property is associated with events that have made  £n(JGATION

a significant contriibution to the broad patterns of

our history.

[ | B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

d ¢ Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses

. - o Period of Significance
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack 18911936

individual distinction. ——————
[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, -

information important in prehistory or history. SignificantDates
Criteria Considerations N/A

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

iy owned by a religious institution or used for

. Significant Person
religious purposes.

{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

1B removed from its original location. N/A
Llc a birthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation
['D  acemetery. N/A
[ e a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
LIF a commemorative property.
[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. Parker, CharlesF.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography
{Cite the books, articles, gnd other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested
[ | previously listed in the National Register [ Other State agency
[ previously determined eligible by the National [_] Federal agency
Register [ Local
[ designated a Nationa! Historic Landmark ocal government
: Universi
[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey H v
# (] Other

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering

Name of repository:
Record #
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County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

4,48 6/9,1(0 |
1 \Zloig ‘illlin2984W0 ! \ L }SNOJNJJ ‘ > Zor‘lel Easti|ng I‘ ‘ ‘; Nc‘nrthing H ‘
2 Lot bbb o LD T bl

Ll See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description o
(Descrine the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1. Eorm Prepared By

nameftitle - Carol Ann Schweikert

organization

e date 09-30-2006
strest & number 307 N 10th Street

telephone 317/776-1239
city or town ~ Noblesville state IN_ zipcode 46060

ian
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources,

Photographs
Represeniative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.}

name Quality Housing Development Inc

street & number 1701 Pilgrim Blvd; POBox308 ~ telephone 765/759-1121

city ortown  Yorktown

state IN zipcode 47396

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.}.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect

of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Bivision, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0318), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description

Central Avenue School, in the Fletcher addition to the city of Anderson,
Indiana, is a combination of Romanesque Revival (1891) and Craftsman (1921}
styles. The brick and stone building is 2 stories tall on a raised
basement with two 3-story towers. The criginal 1891 school is on the west
side of the complex while an attached 1921 addition is on the east. While
the two buildings are both masonry construction, similar in shape and

massing, the style, decorative elements and door and window openings differ
significantly.

The building is sighted closer to Fletcher Avenue than Central because of
the 1921 addition. Originally, it was centered between Fletcher and
Central Avenues. On the Central Avenue side, the lot is raised several
feet from street level. There are four steps up from the sidewalk to a
concrete walkway leading te the asphalt lot. The asphalt runs up to the
fagade of the building except where window wells surrcund basement windows.
A chain link fence runs along the lot on the west and north sides of the
property. There are small grassy areas on both sides of the concrete
walkway with four mature trees on one side. A fifth mature tree is located
on the north side of the building next to the 1921 addition.

The far northwest corner of the property is a grass-covered playground
surrounded by a chain link fence. The playground eguipment has been
removed. An alley runs alcong the south side of the school. The lot on the
Fletcher Street side is level with the sidewalk,

On the nerth and south sides of the builcing, bkoth the 1891 school and the
1921 addition are visible. On the west facade, only the 1891 is visible
and only the 1921 addition on the east.

All basement and first floor window openings have been boarded up for
security. The original sashes throughout the building were replaced
sometime after 1976. The replacement sashes are shorter than both the 1891
and 1921 windows on the first and 2°¢ floor. The openings above the new
sashes are infilled with a modern insulating material that is easily
removed. The basement window openings have received a variety of
alterations, discussed in =ach section.

1891 Exterior

The 1891 bullding is two stories with raised bkasement and constructed of
brick and limestone. The bricks are laid in the running bond pattern in
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this brick bearing wall structure. The first flcocor windows have rcund
arches, the second floor, segmented arches. The arches are comprised of
one brick stretcher face and one brick header end in alternating courses.
All 1891 window openings have rough~faced limestone sills. The rcoofline
has decorative corbelling and a painted metal cornice con all four facades.
The 1891 rcof is hipped with three gables located on the nerth, south and
east facades.

The west facade faces Central Avenue and is composed of three parts (Photo
1). The central 3-story tower projects cut approximately eight feet from
the front of the building. Its original sharply pitched pyramidal roof was
replaced by a flat or very shallow pitched roef pricr to 1954. The tower
roofline has a metal cornice with corbelled brick accents on all four
sides. The main entrance is centered in the tower underneath a large round
brick arch. Originally, this arch was open and the main entrance to the
school was recessed beneath the arch within the tower. The original arch
was two brick faces tall. A set of steps starting at the front edge of the
tower carried students up to the front doors at the first floor level.

By 1954, the arch had been partially infilled with newer brick and a stone
foundation to mimic the original construction. However, the new stcnes are
smaller than those in the original foundation. The new brick in the arch
and approximately 13 rows of brick beneath the first floor window sills are
painted red. This section of painted facgade continues arcund all four
facades of the building. All cother exterior brick remains exposed.

The exigting entrance to the 1891 building is located within the arch and
has a set of double aluminum doors. A modern vinyl awning is attached to
the facade over the doorway. Centered above the main entrance is a large
round arched window opening with replacement sashes. Above the window
opening is the nameplate in metal letters, “Central Ave. 1891 building”.
The nameplate is recessed into the facgade within a decorative brick arch.

The two sections flanking the central tower are mirrer images. Each
section has two pairs of windows in the basement, first and second floors.
Vents have been added in the fagade underneath each lst and 2nd floor
window. Modern drain pipes run down this facade on each side of the tower
from the rocfline gutters to the stone basement.

The north side of the 1891 building is divided into three sections (Photo
2). The center section projects approximately 4 inches out from the facade
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and is capped by a gable at the attic level. The straight line of the
gable is broken on each side by a triangular accent. A metal cap along the
top of the gable protects the brick edge. The attic is 1it by a Palladian
window in the gable with a single stone sill across all three. The center
one is a round arch opening that is boarded. The shorter side openings
have flat arches. The right is infilled with lcuvers, the left with half
glass and half louvers. Chimneys integrated into the brick walls are
visibkle at the roofline on each side of the gable. The chimneys have
decorative corbelling where they meet the roofline. The center projection
has two window openings on the first and second floors. A basement window
is centered under one window bay and a modern door under the other. The
steps from the ground level down to the basement door are modern
construction with brick walls and poured concrete. The steps are covered
by a modern flat roof canopy. Drain pipes extend down this facgade on
either side of the center section.

Except for vents, the sections flanking the middle precjection are mirror
images. There are two window openings on each of the three floors. The
basement has flat stone headers, the 1°° floor, round brick arches and the
2%¢ floor, brick segmented arches. The facade has irregularly spaced vents
for the modern mechanicals. Two basement windows have been boarded up and
two were partially infilled with brick and smaller windows installed.

The south side of the 1891 building is identical to the north except for
the vents and the basement door (Photo 6). The vents vary based on the
mechanicals and the south side has no basement door. There are five single
basement openings. The middle opening is infilled with concrete block.

The remaining four are boarded up with plywood. Various conduits and
electric meters serving the school building are mounted to this facade.

The original 1891 rear fagade (east) matched the north and south fagades in
profile and the west facade in layout of the openings. However, the center
projected slightly farther out than those on the north and south

facades (Phote 3). Decorative details on the rear of the 1891 building
including the roofline corbelling match the previous facades (Photos 2&3).

The rear projection of the 1891 building is obscuread on all three levels by
a narrow section of the 1921 addition {Photo 3). However, the pairs of
windows con either side of the projection were left intact. The rcofline
gable and chimney tops remain partialliy visible. The basement windows on
the rear facade were cleosed up with either brick or concrete block.
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1921 Exterior

The 1921 addition is simpler in style and decorative features and reflects
the Craftsman style. The addition is masonry construction with a flat roof
and railsed parapet. The basement is poured concrete. The color of the
1921 cloister brick is slightly different from the coriginal brick making it
easy to see the where the two were jolned, but the coleor difference 1s not
visually detracting. The rcoofline parapet is crenellated with decorative
stepped brickwork. A concrete cap runs along the top of the parapet. The
1921 addition has fewer window openings than the 1891 building, due in part
to the improvements in interior lighting between 1891 and 1921 decreasing
the need for natural light. Fewer, but wider window cpenings may also be
due to the increased use of structural steel.

Three stringcourses run around the exterior of the addition at the height
of the second floor windows, at a line between the basement and first floor
and at the ground level (Photos 6&8). The stringcourses are composed of
variations of brick faces with sguare concrete accents at the corners of
the building, window openings and other 90 degree turns. The ground level
stringcourse, flush with the facade, has cne scldier brick row and one
rowlock brick row. The basement stringcourse is comprised of two rows of
soldier bricks divided by a concrete drip cap. The brick in the Znd floor
stringcourse matches the basement, but is laid in a stair-stepped
arrangement, projecting slightly cut from the facade. The 2nd flcocor window
headers are incorporated into the second floor stringcourse as f£lat arches
with small square concrete accents in the corners of the windows.

The first floor windows are unadorned by any decorative treatment, the ord
floor by the upper stringcourse. The large wall expanses not broken by
window or door openings have large square or rectangular designs laid in
the brick utilizing soldier rows of bricks with concrete accents in the
corners (Photo 6). These designs are found on the rear, north and south
facades and the north and south facades of the tower.

The joint between the two buildings was constructed as part of the 19221
addition and is narrower than the main bedy of the addition (Photo 3). On
the north side, a 2nd floor doorway provides access to a metal fire escape.
A ramp runs along the addition from the northeast corner, along the north
side and around the corner to a first floor door for handicapped access.
The ramp 1s a modern addition constructed of concrete and concrete block
with a metal handrail.
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The Fletcher Avenue {(east) facade of the 1921 addition has a central, 3-
story projecting tower, similar to the Central Avenue facade in layout, but
with distinctly different deccrative details (Photo 5). The tower has a
stepped roofline with concrete cap. The primary 1921 entrance into the
scheool i1s centered in the tower (Photc 8). The criginal doors were
replaced with double aluminum frame doors. A flat roof canopy is attached
to the facade just above the door header. The original transom ocopening
remains in place above the canopy. The doorway i1s accented along the sides
and across the top with decorative brickwork that connects to the basement
level stringcourse. Around the doorway, the stringcourse i1s stepped with
varying configurations of soldier rows of bricks and a concrete cap. Like
the windows, the corners cof the deoorway have square accents. The modern
canopy is supported by two cast iron columns resting on half walls. The
half walls are brick with concrete caps and accents and are original to the
building. A pair of tall narrow windows 1is centered above the doorway on
the 2™ floor. The original sashes were replaced with shorter double hung
windows and infilled above. A large rectangular concrete tablet inset in
the facade above the windows is inscribed “Central Awvenue School 19217.

The two sections flanking the central tower on the east facade are mirror
images. The first floor has three bays composed of two pairs of windows
flanking a single middle window. Fach window has a simple concrete window
£ill. This five window lavout is duplicated on 2Znd floor. The first floor
windows are completely unadorned while the headers on the second floor are
part of the decorative brick stringcourse previously described. The
basement floor has two pairs of windows centered under the pairs on the
first and second floors. Vents are located in the fagade under each of
the 1lst and 2nd floor windows except for the single middle windows. A
deoorway to the basement is located in the north side of the tower. The
header for this doorway is incorporated into the brick stringcourse at the
basement level. A concrete ramp runs from the northeast corner, along this
facade to the basement docor in the tower. It provides handicapped access
to the basement. A metal handrail runs along both side of the ramp and is
attached to the building cn one side.

The north facade of the addition has two windows, one on the 1°% and 2™
floors, near the northwest corner. On the south side, the addition has

three windows in the southwest corner cf the main body, one on each floor
(Photo ©).
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In 1949, a small additicn was constructed along the south side of the
narrow section of the 1921 addition (Photo 7). The foundation of this
addition is concrete block and the brick is newer and slightly different in
celor. The four window openings are the smallest in the building. 2
basement door and steps were constructed into this addition with concrete
block. A sloping canopy attached to the fagade over the deoor and along one
gide is wood construction. The HVAC units are located next to the door.
Although this addition is small and not visible from either primary facade,
it obscures one bay cof window openings on the rear of the 1891 building.

INTERIOR

The plan of Central Avenue School is primarily comprised of two main
sections, the 1891 original building and the 1921 addition. BRoth are
gsimilar in layout with classrooms opening off a wide central hallway
{Photos 14 & 17) accessed from stairways 1in towers on either end. The
original 1891 classrooms measured approximately 25 feet by 35 feet.
Classrooms in the 1921 additicn measured approximately 25 feet by 30 feet.
Each floor has a strongly symmetrical plan, however, 1891 classroom
doorways in the center of the building are not symmetrically located across
the main cerridor.

The 1891 interior is more elaborate than the 1921 with fluted door and
window trim and corner modillions {Photos 18 & 27). Beadboard and
deccrative trim accent the lower fourth of the hallway walls and many
classroom walls (Photos 19 & 25). 1921 trim consists primarily of simple
door trim, chair rails and baseboards (Photo 23). Many chalkbcards,
storage closets and built-in cabinets are intact (Photos 15,19,20,24 & 25).

The original high ceilings were lowered throughout the building with metal
framing and acoustical tiles. The height of the dropped ceilings varied
between the top of the door transom, the middle of the transom and the top
of the doorway. The ceiling frames were rcuted around the original trim on
the windows and doorways and acrcss the docr transoms and window openings,
leaving the trim and openings intact. Those lowered ceilings have all been
removed leaving mix of wall colors and finishes. No original ceiling
fixtures were found.

The original window openings remain intact. However, the original window
sashes have been replaced with shorter double~hung windows on the first and
second fleoors. Modern materials have been used to infill the window
openings above these sashes (Photos 18 & 20}. The basement window sashes























































